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Welcome to CPATH 2008!

This conference aims to: 

1. Promote discussion of different 
viewpoints

2. Create the opportunity to influence and 
learn from one another in the interests of 
advancing good practice

3. Invite strong but respectful debate 



Flip Charts
1. What is your number one priority for the 

creation of respectful and competent 
Transgender Health Care in Canada?

2. What could your provincial government do to 
meet the needs of Transgender communities? 
(indicate which province you are from) 

3. What could CPATH do to help advance 
Transgender Health Care? 



Step 1 : Building Structure



Building Structure

1. Create a not-for-profit incorporated professional 
association

2. Increase communication in the following ways:
• Create Newsletter
• Create Website
• Hold Conference CPATH 2008
• Create on line secured community

3. Increase membership by 20 people
• Members
• On line secured community

4. Create a charitable foundation to support the 
transgender community

• Give Meaning



2. Increase communication







3. Increase Membership

• Oct 2007 – 24 members
• June 2008 – 62 members (71 pending)



4. Create a Foundation

• In process
• Meetings to be held in July
• Currently able to donate through 

GiveMeaning.com





Step 2 : Assessing Priorities



What is Going on in Transgender 
Health Care in Canada?

• Main areas of health care for trans people 
situated in major cities – little in rural and 
remote

• Many transgender people discriminated 
against in health care settings

• Transgender people at higher risk of 
violence perpetrated against them

• Transgender youth at a higher risk for 
substance abuse, STI’s, suicide 



What is Going on in Transgender 
Health Care in Canada? 

• Few provinces provide funding for 
SRS/GCS

• At least 4 provinces require transgender 
people to travel outside the province for 
surgical readiness assessment

• No facilities offering comprehensive care 
from counselling to surgery

• No national guidelines of care



Assessing Priorities

• Gathering information
– From the conference
– From the business meeting
– From bulletin board input
– From research

• Trans Pulse Project
• Canadian National Database Project etc.,



Assessing Priorities

• Where should we focus? 
– National, provincial and/or local



Assessing Priorities

• How should we carry this out?
– Advocacy versus activism
– We support activism if it is done his through 

the scope of advocacy
– Should we have standards of practice vs. 

standards of care?
– Should we develop policies?



Assessing Priorities

• As a new organization, it has not been 
appropriate to create policies without 
consultation from the membership

• What policies we should have regarding 
things such as best practices etc., should 
be decided with input from the 
membership

• A policy committee will be proposed in the 
business meeting tomorrow at 1:30pm



Assessing Priorities

• A policy committee will be proposed in the 
business meeting tomorrow at 1:30pm

• The job of these committees will be to 
propose policies based on input collected 
from the membership .

• The direction of the organization depends 
on your input!



DSM V Controversy

• Considerable debate in the on-line community 
about this

• Positive aspect – it is healthy to debate best 
practices

• Challenge is to debate these important issues in 
a way that does not fracture the first national 
transgender organization that Canada has had

• We invite you to discuss this issue in our DSM V 
forum on the bulletin board service



Thank you to the organizing 
committee!

Trevor Corneil

Nancy Liebs-Benke

Rupert Raj Rebecca Hammond

Jim Oulton

Joan Quinn



Thank you to my mentors!

• Mr. Jim Oulton
• Dr. Diane Watson
• Dr. Donna Hendrickson
• Dr. Oliver Robinow





…and my family!





…in Closing

• This is an organization that I hope will 
grow and strengthen over time

• Part of this process is to learn to work 
together to support each other with the 
overall goal of improving health care for 
transgender people across Canada.



…in Closing

• Ask questions
• Be curious
• Meet 5 new people
• Have fun!
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